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| knows, that in writing he Appeals to general Truth, 5 
| and no Man is above the Dignity of Reaſoning; le 
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2 IS no little Satisfaction, that on a review 
ef theſe Sheets, aud comparing them with 


what has been ſince objefted ; I can ſee no- 
thing needful to be alter'd, nor much to be added. 


What ſome Gentlemen have thought fit to ſay on this 


Head, has amounted to ſo little, that when the ill 


Language they give, the Paſſion, the Reproach and 
Scurility is abſtrafted from the Argument, the naked © 
Skeleton will appear tao (hapeleſs a Spectre to fright. 


any Man's Reaſon from the Truth. ; 

As to ill Language, 'tis none of my Talent, and if 
it were, the Argument is too. good to be Debauch'd 
with the Practice. | 


Tue Gentleman I have to do with in theſe Sheets 
Merits to be well Treated, and Underſtands himſelf too 


well to Treat any Man unlike himſelf. They, who 
uſe Rallery in his Defence, make a Satyr upon him, 
and his Argument; as if the latter wanted the Blo- 


' quence of Bellins-gate, and the former wanted the 
Aſſiſtance of a Second in his Cauſe. 
To ſay, tis Quality places him above the-Objefor, 


is to ſay for him, what he is too much à Scholar, 
and too much a Gentleman to ſay for himſelf: He 


is more a Gentleman, than to value an Argument the 
leſs for the Author, fince ſtrenuous Truth loſes nothing 


| of its value, for the quality of whatever mean Iuſtru- 


ment ſhe pleaſes ſhall uſher her into the World. 


| Truth is the Miſtreſs every wiſe Man Courts, and 
| who has obtain d the moſt of her Favours in this Ar- 


gument, I freely appeal to Sir H. M. to decide, 
| 2: knowing 
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knowing that the ſame Candor whbich oblig d him to 


an Alteration in his Dedication, will alivays oblige 


him to give a due Deference to unanſwerahle Truth. 


Something has been endeavour d at, to bring the 


\ Diſpute of Occafional Conformity, as ſuch, into this 
Caſe, I have more than once declar d my Thoughts on 
tvat Head, and I ſce nothing in this Book that Con- 
tradlicts it, and their Collecting what I have faid on 
that Point, does no way Mortifie me; for in this 


Cauſe tis plain, that diſpute is not concern d, for it 


does not follow, that becauſe I have exploded the 
practice of ſuch, who Conform meerly as a Qualification, 
therefore I muſt not Argue agaiuſt a Bill for exclud- 
Ang ſuch as have Occaſionally conform d on other Terms 
from the Advantage and Birth-right of Engliſhmen. 


Thoſe Gentlemen who affirm for Sir Humphry, 


that in Holland all the Difſenters are firſt Tollerated, 
and then abſolutely excluded from all Civil Employ- 
ments and Offices of Truſts, forgot themſelves too much, 
and wou d do well to tell us whether three fifth Parts 
of the Officers in their Cuſtoms and Revenue are no- 
at this time Remonſtrants; that is, Diſſenters from 


their National Church, beſides all their Military and 


Naval Employments, Captains of Men of War, Go- 
vernors of Frentier Garriſons, and the like, equal!y 


and promiſcuouſly committed to Papiſt and Proteſtant, 


Remonſtraut andContra-remonſtrant without Diſtin(t ion. 
If T had no other Inſtance but this, my Argument 
was E/tabliſh'd too ſafe to be overthrown, and there. 
fore I make no other Defence for it, it has been Buf- 
fetted by the Furies of the Party, has flood a Deluge 
of ill Language, and a tempeſt of Words, it appears a- 
gain in the World back with its own Truth and Plain- 
neſs, and he that can fairly Confute it is welcome. 
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Peace without Union. 
V5 wayof Reply, to Sir H---M---lvs 
f PEACE a HOME. 


Cannot without ſome Aſtoniſhment obſerve, that a. 
5 Gentleman of ſuch Extraordinary Reading, Maſter of 
7 ſo much more than Ordinary Knowledge, ſo much an 
# Orator, and ſo much a Stateſman, as this Author, ſhould 


begin a Diſcourſe of ſo much Conſequence as this, with 
a Poſitive Aſſertion, for which there can be no manner of 
„ Foundation in Hiſtory. _ . 172 N 
$ At leaſt the general Practice of all Nations, bath Antient 
> | and Modern, ever ſince there has been Diverſity of Religions 
in the World, ſtands direckly contrary - to what this Gentle. 
man 2 advanc'd; and I wiſh he had been pleas'd to quote 
4 | thoſe few Inſtances, which he can find in Story, to makę out 
What he lays down. VIE: Fett | 
Z All wiſe Nations in the World, ſays this Gentleman, have 
* | Geenconvinc'd by Reaſon and Experience, and do agree at thy Day, 
3 | and have for many Ages paſt, that there is an abſolute Neceſſity of an 
i, | Eſtabliſh'd Religion, and a National Church, 28 
7 | This may have ſame Truth in it, tho not without juſt Ex- 
ceptions, Which I avoid ; becauſe, I would not Difpute with 
him for ſmall Matters, but then he goes on. | 
— And that for the Peace and Welfare of cvery Government, it j; alfa. 
e Neceſſary to preſerve the Adminiſtration of public Affairs in the 
Hands of Perſons of one and the ſame perſwſiaon in Matters of Re- 
ligion, that there may be Unity and Uniformity in the Church and : 
A State. | Eq 5 | 5 
No Wonder, if fram Premiſes ſo ill Grounded, wrong Con- 
cluſions are drawn. If all the Gentlemen in Eugland believ'd 
this ta be true, they had the greateſt Reaſon in the World © 
Vote for a Bill, not only to prevent Occaſional Contormity ot 


5 the Diſſenters, hut 3 fore-cloſe from any ſhare in 
a 1 4 ce 1 
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the publick Adminiſtration, any one that had but the leaſt 
Taint or Infection of Diſſenting Principles, that are, or had 
been Diſſenters, or were Favourers of them. © | 
What could the Diflenters pretend to obje& againſt ſuch 
Proceedings, if it were to be proved they were abſolutely Ne- 


ceſſary for the publick Peace, and for the general good of the 


Conſtitution; and that it was the Practice of all Nations in 
like Caſes. RY OR» _ 

No true Engliſh Repreſentative could ſatisfie themſelves, 
or Anſwer it to their Country, not to ſecure them in ſuch 
Caſes. It would be unreaſonable to Expect, that we ſhould 


be made leſs Safe than other People, but if two Opinions in 


Matters of Religion be incompatible with the publick Admi- 
niſtration ; if tis neceſſary that they, who have the ſame In- 
tereſt in the State, and the ſame Zeal for the Service of their 
Prince, and the ſame Love to their Country, muſt have the ſame 
Opinion in Points of Religion, or that the leaſt Difference in 
Religious Matters, tho? in but indifferent Points of Ceremony 


and Diſcipline, ſhould ſo Marr and Spoil all the other Beau- 


ties of their Conduct, that they ſhould not be fit to be Truſt- 
ed or Employed ; if theſe Things are true, either from the 


Nature of the thing, or from the general Practice of all Ages, 


then a Bill of Excluſion of Diſſenters with all our Hearts. 
But if upon Examination, it ſhall appear, that this Maxim 


which ſtands as the Argument and Frontiſpiece of the whole 


Work be ill Grounded. 955 ARE, r 

If it ſhall appear that in ſeveral Nations, and thoſe ſome of 
the wiſeſt in the World, the Adminiſtration of their publick 
Affairs, has been frequently committed to the general Care of 
all ſorts of Subjects, and able Miniſters of thoſe Nations, have 
been employ'd without reſpect to their Opinions in Religion, 
and that ſome Princes have equally Truſted and Employ'd 
People of diftering Opinions in Religion, in the moſt Secret 
and Critical Parts of Government. | | 

If theſe Things por, the Foundation of this fine Spun 
Trick of State muſt fall to the Ground, and an Anſwer to 
this one Paragraph may very well paſs for a full Reply to the 
Book, fince if the Doctrine be overthrown, the Uſes and Ap- 
plication fall of Courſe ; as naturally as a Houſe will follow 
when the Foundation is undermin'd. . 
Let us look a little into Hiſtory to find out the Truth of 
Fact, and tho? it would be too Remote to Examine the Roman 
Hiſtories ; yet 'tis not amiſs to obſerve, that we find the 
Chriſtians often times truſted in the Armies, and in the State, 


eſpecially in the Interval of Perſecution, and afterwardsin the 


Weſtern Empire; we find even Julian, the Apoſtate, had ſe. 
veral of his chief Captains in the Army that were ans, 
an 


Peace without Union. 3 7 
and we find ſeveral Martyrs who were Officers of the State, 
and in the Army; we find a whole Legion of Chriſtians truſt- 
ed with the Arms of the Commonwealth, to whom they not 
only were Faithful and Valiant Soldiers, but to the Glory of 
the Chriſtian Religion, choſe rather to Sacrifice their Lives for 
their Religion, than to defend themſelyes againſt the Govern- 
ment which employ'd them: And as this Loyalty of Principle 
has not a little been boaſted of by the Advocates of a late 
abdicated Doctrine, call'd tho* wrongfully, Paſſive Obedience, 
it ſeems ſtrange to me it ſhould ſo ſoon be forgotten. 

But to go from theſe Ages of the World which afford fo 
great a Variety of Example, that tis too much to Tranſcribe, 


and for which I refer to the Hiſtories of thoſe Days, which 


are very plain in the caſe. it's 

Det us come to Examine the more Modern Example of the 
Chriftian Princes and Nations, and as to their Wiſdom, I'II 
leave that to the Cenſure of Sir H—— — — 
Cbarles V. Emperor of Germany, may be allow'd to be the 
firſt great Enemy of the Proteſtant Religion in Europe, he 
Perſecuted the Diſſenters in Bohemia and Saxony with the ut- 
molt Severity; and yet both in Bohemia, Hungaria and Træn- 
filvania, at 3 of Peace, the Proteſtants were admitted to 


an equal Share in the Adminiſtration of Civil Affairs to the 


Government of Cities, and Command of Armies 

And as in this ſhort Tract, I cannot pretend to cite Perſons 
and Particulars, I chooſe to refer my Reader to the ſeveral 
Hiſtories of the Peace, made between the ſaid Charles V. and 
his Subjects of Bohemia, and between Ferdinand King of Hun» 
gary, afterwards Emperor, and his Hungarian Subjects, in both 
which Capitulations he ſhall find; as I doubt not our learned 


Author well knows, that the Proteſtant Subjects of both 


thoſe Kingdoms obtain'd as a reaſondble Conceſſion, the Go- 


vernments of Provinces, their Placks in the Councils of State, 
Aſſemblies of Burghers, and the like 


ass 
To come a little nearer home, the Treaty of Weſtphalia 
and Munſter, which are the Settlements on which the whole 
Liberty of Germany depends, the Foundation of the Order and 
Oeconomy of the Reman Empire, and the Confirmation of 
the Golden Bull, by this Treaty, the Proteftant Princes and 
States are not only reſtored to the Government of themſelves, 


but to their due Intereſt in the Mutual Government of the 


3 Body, they have their Seats and Suffrages in the Col- 
eges of Princes, and in the College of Electors; neither 
Peace nor War can be made without them, they make up the 
the Imperial Diet, joyn in Councils, and joyn their Forces. 
The Grand Councils of the Empire are full of Proteſtant 
Stateſmen, and all the Imperial Armies full of Proteſtant Officers, 
* MEE. ent) oF: ?-+ © + 6 - 3 14 4 3231 56 N : nay, 
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nay, ſometimes wholly Commanded by Proteſtant Generals. 
For I think 'tis generally obſerv'd in thoſe Days, as well as 
now, that they werealways willing we ſhould fight for them, 
but not willing we ſhould get by them. . 
In ſeveral of the petty Governments and Principalities, 
where their Governours are Elective, the Conſtitution is ſo 
careful to preſerve this Union of Parties, that the Government 
is alternate. one Prince muſt be a Roman Catholick, and the 
other a Proteſtant, as in the Biſhopricks of Hildieſpeim, Ofna- 
bruck, and others; and if the Government itſelf is fo, I believe 
we need not ſearch the Hiſtory of thoſe places, to Examine 
whether their Miniſters, Counſellors and Stateſmen are pro- 
miſcuous or alternate, as the Government. a 
The late Duke of Neubourg, being a Roman Catholick, came 
by Inheritance to the Government of the Palatinate, a Coun- 
try wholly Proteſtant ; the old Prince beinga Man of Tem- 
Per and he in his Speech to his Council, declar'd himſelf 
to this purpoſe : That he would make no Innovation in the 
Religion of the Country, nor make any Difference or Diſtin- 


ction of any of his Subjects upon the account of their Religi- 


on; whoever were Faithful and Loyal to his Government. 
ſhould be equally Entituled to his Services and Favour, anc 
this Promiſe he punctually obſerv'd to the ſatisfaction of al 
his Subjects, and the happineſs of his whole Country; and 
had his Son, the preſent Elector Palatine, thought fit to 
have maintain'd the fame Ballance and Equality among his 
Subjects, the Proteſtant Princes had not — ſuch loud com- 
plaints of the Infractions of the Treaty of Munſter and Ryſwick, 
nor have been backward in the preſent Affairs of the Empire, 
for want of due ſatisfaction on thoſe Heads. l 

In France we find Charles IX. employing promiſcuouſly the 
Hugonot Princes of the Houſe of Bour bonne, the King of Na- 


varr, the Prince of Conde, qaſper Coligny made High Admiral, the 


Prince of Conti Governour of Champaign, Mr. Le Deſguires Go- 
vernour of Dauphine, and abundance of Hugonots admitted into 
Places in the Court, in the Parliament, and in the Finances. 


Henry III. committed himſelf to the Protection of the Ring 


of Navarr and the Hugonots, from the fatal Conſpiracies of 
the Catholick League, joyn'd the Reman Catholick Army to 
the Proteſtant, and as lie found them both Zealous and Faich- 
ful to him, admitted them to all his Councils. ET 

And when afterward that Prince was barbarouſly Aſſaſſi- 
nated by a Facobine Fryer, the Roman Catholick Princes and 
Army Joyn'd ſincerely with the Proteſtant, and ſerv'd the 
Great Henry IV. tho' a Proteſtant, againſt the Army of the 
League, tho” of their own Religion. 

AtterwardsHenry IV. turn'd RomanCatholick, when he mai N 

| tain” 


in the Civil and Millitary 
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tain'd the fame Communication of Favoursto all Parties, and 
rom the Peace at Vervins, which put a final end to that War, 
and fini{h'd the Catholick League, to the Year 1682. When the 

reſent French King aboliſh'd the Edict of Nants, the Prote- 
— wereunvierſally admitted into Governments, Places, Pre- 
ferments and Employ ments, even from the Preſence and Bed- 
Chambers of the Prince, thro all the niceſt and moſt dange- 
rous parts of the State, as the Parliament, Finances, Court, 
Armies and Fleets. Among theſe Men wefind the Marſhal De 
Biron, the Duke of Saxe Neymar, Monſieur Oi Cuebriant, Le 
Mareſchal de Marrillac, Monſieur Fouquett, the great Turenne, 
Monſieur du Queſne, and Count de Scomberg, with innumera- 
ble others, who were not only Employ'd, but were really 
the Pillars of the Houſe of Bourbonne, and the Raiſers of the 
French Power, to a great part of its preſent Greatneſs. Nor 


indeed can I ſuffer this part of the Matter without a Remark, 


that this ſeems to be the only Inſtance of a Nation that has 
ſuppreſt one Party, for Eſtabliſhing another, on the bare pre- 
tences of Religion. | Hom YT 
During all the time theſe Proteſtant Princes and Gentle- 
men were in Employment under the Kings of France, the Ro- 


miſh Religion was the Eftabliſh'd Church, and the Govern- 


ment was all in their Hands; neither were the Hugonots under 


any legal Eſtabliſhment, other than the Edict of Nants, all 
their Power was broke at the Siege, and taking of Rochel, and 
they where wholly in the Hands of their Enemies, and yet 
the King of France all along Nene fit to employ them both 
Matters, till the preſent King 

began to turn them out of all Publick Employments, 
in order to 8 4 5 them wholly from the Natiqn, as he has 
now effectually brought to pass ; 5 
If a like Extirpation of the Diſſenters in England is the real 
Deſign, the removing them from all the Priyileges and Ad- 


vantages of their Native Cou Res the very beſt ſteꝑ they can 


take to it: Nor is this the leaſt Reaſon to make us believe that 
is in the deſiꝑn for to what purpoſe elſe ſhould this Gentleman 
bring ſo Scandalous an Example on the Stage. I can find but one 
of theſe two Reaſons poſſible to be given for it. 1. Either 
that as the French King began the Extirpating of the Prote- 
ſtants by firſt diſmiſling them of all publick Employments, 
ſo ſhould it be here, Or, 2. That in all his Reading he 
could not find ane Example in Hiſtory-that would ſuit the pre- 
ſent Caſe, and I think I may fairly challenge him to thew me 
any Nation in the World, that ever fo far ſuppreſs d a part 
of rheir own Subjects as to deprive them of the Favour of 
their Prince, and the Truſt of Government, but with a deſign 
either io Perſecute, or totally Expel them. if 
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If this learned Gentleman can think to convince us, that 


rhus to humble the Diſſenters by a Law, and to offer them 
the Reſtraint he Propoſes is the way to Peace at Home, he 
cannot at the fame time but ſappoſe that the Diſſenters are 
very blind Ignorant People ne” 8. 
Nor can he ſuppoſe that this will tend to the Peace which 
Her Majeſty has propoſed to us, Peace join d with Union, the 
French King has brought about the Deſtruction of the Prote- 
ſtants in Fance with a full Peace, but not with Union. 
*Tis Union is the matter, which as it is the Eſſence of Peace, 
fo tis the only thing can make this Nation happy, and I 
would be glad to ſee how the leaſt Proſpect of an Union of 
Parties can be ſeen in the Scheme he has dran. 
Let us next examine the Government of Our Neighbours 
the Dutch, where, if I miſtake not, the Calviniſti are the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, yet have they no Teſt or Diſabling Laws; 
but as the Government is Proteſtant, the Roman Catholicks 
have their Freedom ; norby a limited, reſtrain'd, precarious 
Folleration, but by ive Light, and a Claim of Title, 
the States approve, and Confirm the Provincial, and the 
Mithons,of the Pope, and the Roman Catholicks enjoy the 
Liberties and Privileges of other Subjects, and ſerve in their 
* and Fleets with promiſcuous and unexceptioned Li- 
ES | „ e | * 
1 WO no other Nation where the Roman Catholicks are 
Maſters, and thar ever had any other Religion among them, 
but what {till accepts the Services of their Subjects of what- 
foever Religions. In Spain, Italy and Portugal, the Inquiſi- 
tion has effectually Damn'd all Religions but their Own, 
and in this Caſe they are ſtill but Examples of what ſome 
People are willing ſhould come to pafs here. But if we go 
back, even among the Spanzards themſelves, in the Days of 
Philip the Second of Spain, the Nobility and Gentry of the 
17 Provinces, had many of them Embrac'd the Proteſtant 
Religion, and yet were continued in great Employments in 
the State, as the Prince of Orange, Count Horn, Count Eg- 
mont, and Multitudes of others: And 'tis Obſervable, that 
the Breach afterwards did not begin upon Acconnt of Diſ- 
miſſing them their Employments, but upon a Defign of root- 
ing out the very Name of a Proteſtant from the Country, by 
bringing in the Inquiſition upon thoſe Provinces, which 
together with the Tyranny of the Duke d Alva, was the Oc- 
caſion of the final Defection ofthe Provinces, and the Erect- 
ing the preſent Powerful State of the United Provinces. 
Theſe are the bleſſed Examples of latter Ages, when 
People have been Depriv'd of the Birth-right and Privileges 
ot Subjects, on meer Account of Opiniqns in Religion. One 
EW” Was 
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was a ſtep to the utter Extirpation of the Party fo depriv'd, 
and the other drove them to all Extremities, and being joyn'd 
to other Intolerable Oppreſſions, caus'd a General Diſorder, 
made a vaſt Chaſm in the Government, and made a Civil 
War of 42 Years, which ended in che Univerſal Revolt and 
Alienation of the Seven Provinces. | 

Let us now look back a little to our own Country, and 
defire our Brethren of the Church of England to remember 
the Time when they were Diſſenters themſelves, when the 
were obnoxious to, and feparated from the Eftabliſh'd 
Church, they were not treated in this manner, no, not by the 
Papiſts themſelves; in the Days of King Henry the VIIIth. the 
Lord Cromwel, Queen Anne, and abundance of the Nobility 
and Gentry were Proteſtants and Lollards, and yet continued 
in publick Truſt, and in the Services of their King and 
Country. e deaf ora 

And had not in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, the many reſtleſs 
Deſigns of Spain appear'd ſo buſie, and the Engizſh Catholicks 
been fo weak to Embroil themſelves with the State, and againſt 
her Perſon, they had continued in Employments and Places 
to the laſt; 'twas Reaſon of Stare, and not of Religion, 
which oblig'd her to treat them ſo roughly. 

Thus I think I have taken a ſhort View of Hiſtory, with 
Relation to this Gentleman's advanc'd Maxim, That all 
wiſe Nations have thought it neceſſary, to preſerve the Admini- 
ſtration of Publick Affairs in the hands of Perſons of one and the 
Same Perſwaſions in Matters of Religion: Which I think is fairly 
Confuted; if he thinks not, on a more narow Search, I ſhalt 
be content to give him many more Particulars of theſe 
Things, the Places where, Time when done, and the Authors 
where the Accounts are to be found.” 1 

Strada, complaining of the Unreaſonableneſs of the Diſ- 


contents of the Nerherlanders, tells us, they had nothing to 


Complain of, for that tho? they were Hereticks, they were 


admitted to the Favour of their Soveraign, equally with the 


Catholicks, and were Employ'd by him in the greateſt Poſts 
of Trung Honom tee þ | 
From what part” of the World now will this Learned 
Author pick out his Wife Nations, who thought it heceſſary 
to preſerve the Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs, in the Hands of 
Perſons of One and the ſame Perſwaſion in Matters of Religion? 
1 ſhould think the World had been much more oblig'd to 
bim, if in this Caſe he had been pleas'd to tell us who theſe 
wiſe Nations are, and I am perſwaded "twill appear when 
they are found they were not the wiſer for doing fo, and that 
it never appear d to be their Intereſt to attempt it. 
I am led now to his Second Aﬀertion, viz. a 4 
| | | Na 
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National Church hath been Eſtabliſhed by Act, of 'Unformity; 
ds in this Kingdom, the wiſe Legiſlators have generally Eſta- 


bliſh'd ſome Teſt, &. 3 : ; : 
It is very bard a Gentleman of this Author's Quality and 
Learning, ſhould have the Misfortune to lay down but two 


Fundamentals as the Plat- form of his whole Diſcourſe, and at 


the ſame time Dedicate them to his Soveraign, and be mi- 


ſtaken in both. D Ti | 
Sure this. Gentleman could not Imagine that things fo re- 
mote from the Knowledge of any Hiſtorian, could do any 
thing elſe than cauſe them that had read Books to look back 
ipto Hiſtory, to find the time when rheſe Teſts and other 
Securities were Eſtabliſh'd. - | 5 | 
If rwas Expected that theſe things ſhould be taken upon 
Truſt, as Merchants pay Bills for the Honour of the Drawer, I 
am ſorry that Gentleman could forget that theſe Ages of Faith 
are at an End, and People are not fo willing to believe one 
another as they uſed to be; and ſince there are ſo many among 


us, Who are willing to Impoſe upon the Credylity of others, 


People are grown more Incredulous, and no Man of Honeſty 
now thinks it below him to lay down Proqs of what he ſays, 
nor takes it Unkindly that he is not beliey'd upon his parole, 


ſince where Demonſtratjons are to be had, tis as eaſy to give 


them as to let them alqne ; and where they are not, no 
Wiſe Man will be poſitive. _ 4 

Indeed there is One way for this Gentleman to bring him- 
ſelf off in this Caſe, and that is finely couch d in the manner 
of his wording the Second General Head of this Argument; 
whether *tis Contriv'd on purpoſe or no, I will not pretend 
to Derermine : Bere ever a National Church, ſays he, hath 


been Eſtabliſh'd by As of Uniformity, as in this Kingdom, the 


wiſe Legiſlators have generally Eſtabliſh'd ſome Teſt, &c. This 
may be true, and yet no Teſt but ours be Eſtabliſh'd in the 
World, becauſe no National Church in the World hath been 
Eſtabliſh'd by Acts of Uniformity, as in this Kingdom. If. 
this be the meaning of our Author, he has room to come off 
indeed, and I am very willing he ſhould come off thus, for 
I am fully perſwaded he can ſhew us na National Church in 
the VVorld Eſtabliſh'd by Acts of Uniformity, as in England, 


nor no Teſt, or excluſiye Conditions, where a Religion is 


tollerared in a Nation, but the Profeſſors of it excluded from 
all Truſt or Employment in the Country. . 
In Spain and Italy, there is an Eſtabliſh'd Uniform Church, 


but there is no Tolleration at all; a Man nat only muſt be a 


Papiſt, but exactly, nicely, and conſtantly adhere to every 


Tittle, as the Prieſts direct; the whole Religion of the 
Country is the Teſt, and then tis not a Teſt of ieee 
bu 
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but of Life, Eſtate, and abiding in the Place: VVitneſs the 


Carry ing the Count d Contarini and his Lady, and ſeveral of 
his Domeſſicks, lately to the Priſon of the Inquifirion in Rome, 
for only favouring ſome Opinions which the Prieſts did not 
think Catholick. There is no Tolleration in the Cafe. 
In France, total Conformity ta the National Eftabliſh'd 
8 is abſolutely requir'd, on Pain of Baniſhment, Com- 
ſcation, and Death. If this be vouch'd as a proper Teſt, 7 
Commend the Practice to our Author from the Goodneſs of the Ex- 
ample ; and 'tis my Opinion he may with as much eafe detend 
the ſending all the Diſſenters our of the Nation, and Con- 
demn their Miniſters to the Gallows and Gallies, that is zo zo 
zo work with them the ſhorteſt way, as he may Defend the Caſe 
he has undertaken, at leaſt I am fatistted he may find more 
Precedents in Hiſtory among the Miſe Nations he ſpeaks of. = 
After this unhappy Ground Plot laid, what wretched Fa- 
brick are we to Expect! Confequences are always juſt to 
their Cauſes, wrong Conclutons mult follow where wrong 
Premiſes are laid down. | 
From having firſt Deriv'd the Caufe of this Bill, from the 
Practice of ſome wiſe Nations in Nubibus, not pleaſing to tell 
us who they are, this Gentleman deſcends ro Defend the 
Letter of the late Law, and advances to the VVorld that it is 
no Breach of the Toleration Act. | 9 0 
Inſtead of a Reply, I ſhall here take the Freedom to tel 
him a ſhort ſtory. * Two Gentlemen of Quality in the 
* French Court, falling out, prepar'd ro Decide their Contro- 
verſy by the Sword, But Notice having been given of their 
* Intentions, the King of France, who has been 3 
* ſevere upon his Subjects upon the Point of Duelling, ſends 
to one of theſe Gentle men his repeated Prohibition to fight, 
© alluring him that if he Dar'd to Tranſgreſs his Command, 
he would ſhew him no Mercy; but being again Inftorm'd, 
© that, on ſome freſh Inſults from his Adverfary, he had re- 


 *ſolv'd to meet him; the King ordered this Gentleman to 


be taken up, and to give Security that he would not En- 
gage. 5 3 
* The other Gentleman had ſo little Government of him- 
< felf, as fill to Inſult him, upon which he gave him this 
* Anſwer, Sir, If you pleaſe to obtain a Licenſe for me to 
© diſpoſe of my Eſtate to my Family, Tle fight you, tho' I am 
* ſure to be hang de. 1 
The Application of the ſtory in ſhort, is thus, tis Eaſy to 
advance an Argument under the Favour of Power, which he 
that anſwers muſt do it at the hazard of the too Mighty Dit- 
* of the State: but le make my Author this fair Of- 
er. Th | | 4 > 
As 


14 Peace without Union. 
As to what is doing in the Houſe, I neither know, nor 
meddle ; but if he will pleaſe to Obtain for me by Authority Ge 
the Liberty of Speech, in this Particular, I am Content to 
to accept it, upon this Condition, That H do not prove T 
the Late Bill to be directly contrary both to the Act of 
Toleration,and of it {elf Deſtructive of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, and oppoſite to the Expreſs Words of the Preamble, 
which fays, that Perſecution for Conſcience is Contrary to | pz. 
the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Doctrine 
of the Church of England, That then I may be ſtigmatizd 
for a Coxcomb, and baniſh'd the World as an Incendiary and | 
Common Diſturber. 


Can any Man pretend to ſay, that the Diſſenters may enjoy 7 
their Liberty of Conſcience, if they will be Contented with na 
it? I humbly preſume to affirm, there is not one Diſſenter | Pe 
who is not 1 with Liberty of Conſcience, if there 8 
be, the whole Body of Diſſenters will readily Diſown him. | be 
And if the Government would put the Diſſenters to the Tryal fa. 
any way, but what may infringe their Liberties as Engliſh- = 
men and their Conſciences as Chriſtians, I doubt not but they 5 
would preſently Determine it to the Satisfaction of the | t 
World, and their Own juſt Vindication. ** 


I am ſorry to be reſtrained here from the juſt Recriminati- 
ons which this Uſage of the Diſſenters puts into my Mouth, | ,, 
by which I believe I could eaſily lay Open the Secret Drift th 
and Deſign of ſome Gentlemen in pleading for ſuch a Bill----. | 1 
Bur I cannot refrain making ſome Obſervations of the Man- 'o) 
ner of their Management, | HY 
And to begin with the Gentleman before me, who has pur 
forth all his Power of Eloquence, in which he is known to | N 
abound, to guild over the Poyſon of his Principle with the | + 
ſhining Article of Peace. | | | 
So, Sir, the French King enjoys Peace, all his Hugonot 
Subjects being baniſhed or oppreſs'd, their Miniſters Work- 
ing at the Oar, under the Roman Guardians, ſpurr'd on by 
the Zealots of the Church. ; | 
Is it Peace that you ſeek, Sir, by Depriving your Bre- 
thren of their Birth-right ? And that not becauſe they cannot 
Contorm to you, but becauſe they can. It may be Peace, 
Sir, French Peace, but where's the Union? where's the Con- 
junction of Hearts and Hands that are ſo requiſite, and which 
Her Majeſty prefles ſo Earneſtly in a time of the Nation's | E 
Difhculty ; and the terrible Succeſſes of a growing Enemy? | ©, 
Can you ſuppoſe the Diſſenters to be Men of fo much ſelf. | yy, 
1 Denyal, that they can firſt be thus us d, and then Unite with ſg 
. you Heart and Hand in the Great VVork of the publick De- fer 
| tence ? If you can, you muſt allow tbem to be better ner 
; | ians, 
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ſtians, than you ſeem to believe of them, and will find it 


very difficult to make out another Poſition of yours, har the 


Government cannot be ſafe while they are concern d in it, 


And why not ſafe? Dare you bring your Loyalty to the 
Teſt with Theirs 2 Have they rebelPd againſt Goveraments, 
or ruin'd their Governours. any oftner than the Men of the 
Church? You have been fairly Challeng'd to the Enquiry, 
and to Come to a Ballance about Loya 12 and your own 
Knowledge tells you, that the Loyalty of both Church-men 
and Diſſenters ſtands upon an Equal Foot. _ 
Lou have as often been told, that the Miſs-managements of 
the Late Reign, of which ſuch loud Complaints are made, 
and about which ſuch Pains have been taken, let it lye where 
it will, cannot lye at the Door of the Diſſenters; you can 
name but two known Diſſenters that were in any conſiderable 
Poſt of Truſt in all that Government, and after. all the re- 


troſpect of Miſs-management, and all the Care which has 


been taken to Caſt the Reproaches of ill Condu& and Un- 
faithfulneſs upon them, they both dyed in the Service of 
their Country, and left behind them a ſpotleſs Character, an 
unblemiſh'd Honeſty, and even their Enemies will allow that 


two better Officers in their Stations the Government never 


had; and I am far from being aſham'd of their Names, 
match them if you can, They were Thomas Papilion, and 
Mordecai Abbot, one in the Victualling Office, the other in 
the Exche quer. 

I do not find among all the black Roll of the Nation's Thieves, 
One Diſſenting Thief, I make no queſtion but if they were 


to be found out we ſhould long ſince ha? heard of them. 


We have lent Our Money to the Covernment, loſt Our 
Money by the Government, but we have got nothing from 
the Government, but in Common with the reſt. 

Not, Gentlemen, but that we may have Knaves among us 
as well as you; but I believe we may make the Church of Eng- 
land this fair offer, that if they pleaſe to make good Our 


Loſſes by their Church Knaves, we are very free to come to 


an Account; and refund all that can be Charg'd upon Our 
Diſſenting Knaves. But till they accept this, let me ſay the 
Frauds and Miſmanagement of Affairs lyes among ye, Gen- 
tlemen, we have had but a very ſmall ſhare in them. 

In ſhort, no Betrayers of the Nation's Secrets, no Corre- 
ſponders with the Nation's Enemies, no Falſe Endorſers of 
Exchequer Bills, no Counterfeiters of the Royal No 
Commiſſioners without Accounts, No Pay. Maſters without 
Vouchers, or Treaſurers without Caſh, are to be found among 
us: What then have we done, that you, Sir, ſhould miſrepre- 


| ſem us to the Nation as Enemies to the publick Safety, and 


urge 
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16 N Peace without Union. 
urge the neceſſity of this Bill for the public preſervation? 

If this is to be brought upon us as a Puniſhment, where is ! 
Ge Frog If Our Crime is as you alledge, we Claim to be 1“ 

What the Houſe of Commons pleaſe to do I have nothin 

Þ to ſay to, and am not now Treating with you as a Member o 
14 that Houſe, But ſince you have renk*d your ſelf with the Au- 
thors, and come among thoſe who appeal to the People, it is, 
Sir, in your Scribling Capatity that IT am Concern'd with you, an 
no other. | 

I wonder that a Man of your Judgment ſhould put a Title 
F of Peace at home, upon a Book ſo contrary to the Title it bears. 
13 'You tell us the Diſſenters, are ſtruggling for Dominion 
and Power. I tell you no, Sir, They are ſtruggling againſt 


lf Dominion and Power. As to their Deſiring a Power to de- ' 

F {troy the Eſtabliſh'd Church, I think 'tis ungratefully offered, 

Þ ſince they ſo lately gavE a demonſtration to all the World, 

5 that they choſe the hazard of being Deſtroy d with the Eſta- 

4 bliſh'd Church, rather than to let the Eſtabliſn'd Church be 

1 Deſtroy'd, tho it might have been done without their having oY 
3 


any hand in it, ow, 


of. 

. 5 a o 5 

1 And if you are Ignorant of the Time, I may put you in 
1 o * ; o 0 - . Suè 

1 mind that in K. James s Reign, when Our Liberty was given | © 

1 us Gratz, and offer'd to be Continued upon Extraordinary Ju. 
[4 Terms too, nay and 'tis Eaſy to prove it, was the Intereſt of 1 
| a 


the Court at that time to continue it. Theſe ſcandalous fe | 
lows, Sir, that are not now fit to be truſted with ſetting a forn 
Drunkard in the Stocks, were follicited on all hands to Joyn- aug. 
with you in bringing to paſs the Revolution, what fine things, , 
what Union, what Temper was then promis'd us? And what 
more might we have obtain'd, if we had Capitulated for it? Ger 
But we t ook you at your words, condition'd for nothing but 
1 a Toleration, choſe to live and dye with you, joyn d heart Þ 7 
7 and hand to re eſtabliſh this Church of yours, which was then || Net 
= at the brink of Deſtruction and yet we are the Men who. f 3 
wou'd Deſtroy this Eſtabiiſh'd Church. + | 
What innumerable Reproaches have we daily from a Party || Mer 
ol Men, who if we had ſaid the word, had been no Party. 
Mi But from a Man of your Judgment, Sir. of your Learning, ther 
and your wonderful — this is a moſt ſtrange thing, and 1 Ger 
© exceedingly admire how you came to forget yourſelf.” 


But, Sir, ſince you are pleas'd to Embark your Pen in this . I 
Cauſe, and Undertake to prove the Diſſenters a People who in tt 
Ut ought to be reſtrained, of whom it would be abſolutely neceſ. | Poi 
WW ſary to make Laws to keep them out of the Government, and || Vert 
. all Branches of the Adminiſtration. I think you ſo far Ob- || and 
| lig'd in honour to accept a fair Invitation, in which you ſhall of R 
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not want ſome more able head than mine, either by Pen and Ini 
OY by Conference, 1 make QUT theſe few Heads. 
peal in Part of the Act of Toleration. 
2. That there is a Neceſſity of ſuch a Bill for the ſafety and 
preſer vation of the Church. - Ip 474] 
3. That the Church is in any danger of being deſtroy'd by 
the Diflenters. IT O'S N 
4. That any thing like this has been the practice of Nations 
abroad, Except where the Deſign has been the extirpati- 
on of the Party. hy TRY 
5. How this can be a Means to that Union which her Ma- 
jeſty invites the Nation to. VE 
6. Who are the Queen's beſt Subjects, and who moſt pur- 
| ſue her real Intereſt, they who puſh theſe Extremities at 
ſo Unſeaſonable a time as this; Or, they who labour for 
Peace and Union, in Obedience to the Command of their 
Soveraign. 


1. Thar a Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity is not a Re- 


I come now to the Queſtion he asks upon the whole Mat- 


ter, after having been pleas'd to Satyrize upon the Miſtakes, as 
he pleaſes to call them, which thoſe Perſons fell into, who Ar- 
gued againſt the Bill, which, I ſuppoſe, I may ſay without In- 
jury to him, is to be underſtood of the Lords appointed to 
manage the Conference on this head, where 'twas alledg'd, 
that che Diſſenters were not Schiſmaticks ; That Occaſional Confor- 


Formity was not a New, but an Old Invention; That a Difference 
ought to be put between Going to a Popiſh and a Proteſtant Meet= 


ing, and the Greatneſs of the Penalty exceeding the price of going 
to Maſs, and the like, Theſe are not the Queſtions, ſays this 


Gentleman, but this is the proper Queſtion before us, in ſhort, 


IViether it be Conſiſtent with the Safety of the Eſtabliſbd Govern- 
ment, either in Church or State, with the Wiſdom of the Engliſh 
Nation, with the Practice of any wiſe Government in the World, 
or with the ſure Intent and Meaning of the Teſt Act, to admit into 
publick Offices and Employments any Perſons who are not ſincere 
Members of the National Church, 15 | 
Theſe Queſtions are as fit 25 they are eaſy to Anſwer, and 
therefore I ſhall Contract my Reply, always promiſing this 


Gentleman a fuller Explicatory, if not Satisfactory Solution 


of theſe Difficulties on Demand. | if 
I muſt give a General Anſwer to the firſt Head of Queſtions 
in the Affirmative: I do think it Confiſtent with all theſe 
Points, that the Employments and Publick Offices of the Go- 
vernment may be Committed to Men of Honeſty, Integrity 
and Capacity, whatſoever their Opinions concerning matters 
of Religion may be. gs | 15 
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4 ſily to by Defended. 
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Truly, Gentlemen, if theſe Publick Employments were to 
be in the Hands of none but Men of Principles, Men of Con- 
ſcience and Religion, I ſhould be in great Pain for fome Gen- 
tlemen in Office, who are meer Occaſional Conformiſts: In- 
deed, who never took a Sacrament any where till it became 
Neceſſary as a Qualification, and who have ſo much Honeſty 
as to own, they know little of the Matter, and don't trou- 
ble their Heads about it, who are of any Church ; and, as 
for Religion in general, have no manner of occaſion for it. 

Theſe Gentlemen are ſafe, no Clauſe in the Bill can touch 
them ; Atheiſm was never charg'd as an Enemy to the Church 
and State, *tis not the Men of no Religion, but the Men of 
too much Religion we are afraid of. | 

But to the Queſtion, It may be ſafe to commit the Truſt of 
Publick Employments to Men of different Opinions in Reli- 

ion. ; | 
: 1. Becauſe Men ot differing Opinions may be Honeſt, and 
it cannot be unſafe to Truſt an Honeſt Man, whatever his 
Opinions be in Matters of Religion; now if this Gentleman 
will tell us, that a Diſſenter cannot be an Honeſt Man, then 
ler us tell Noſes, and fee who have the molt Knaves, the 
Church or the Diffenters. 

2. Becaule it has been done without Danger, both here and 
abroad; and is done to this day among all the wife Nations he 
ſpeaks of. Except as before excepted. | 

— Burl own here does lye one Negative againſt me, and that 
is about its being Inconſiſtent with the Deſign of the Teſt and 
Corporation Acts; and there I acknowledge him to be in the 
right; but then I muſt add, that thoſe Acts themſelves lye 
Crowded with fuch juſt Objections of Parties, private Inter- 
eſts, and Principles deſtructive to the true Intereſt of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, andthe Nation in General, as I am perſwaded 
this Gentleman, with all his skill, is not able to defend. 

If this Bill does more fully Anſwer the end of the Teſt, and 
Corporation Bill, if any thing in thoſe Acts are tobe prov'd 
Unchriſtian and Unreaſonable, tis but little for the Reputation 
of this Caſe, that it tends to fulfil thoſe Deſigns for which they 
were Deſign d, but fell ſhort. _ | 15 
J 0 ov juſtify the Reaſonableneſs of this Bill, 'tis alledg'd, that 
the Church cannot be ſafe without it. I would be glad to 
Join iſſue with this Gentleman upon that Head. As to his 
canvaſing the Reaſons given by the Lords laſt Seſſion, I do 
not meddle with it, as a thing too long for this Tract; at the 
ſame time aſſuring him, it is not but that thoſe Reaſons are ea- 


But the proper Work before me, is to bring it to this ſhort 


„Head, the Pains are Extraordinary which are taken to poſſeſs 
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Peoples Minds, that the Church is in danger from the Diſſen- 
ters, and cannot be ſecur'd but by this Bill. And why in 
ſuch danger from the Diſſenters? Our Author owns they are 
ſurrounded with Deiſts, Papiſts, Socinians, and Occalional 
Conformiſts, and I could add with Atheilts too, and 17 all 
theſe, the Papiſt excepted, are Occaſional Conformiſts alſo, 
but no Law is requir'd againſt them. By his Rule Men of no 
Religion may be admitted to Conform for a Place, and then 
Relapſe to Atheſts, Socinians, Arians, Deiſts and Heretichs, 
with which the Church of England now abounds ; all theſe, 
tho' Enemies to the very Being of Religion, may come to the 
Communion for a Place, Occaſionally Conform, and return 
to their ridiculing all Religion, bantering the. Trinity, and 
blaſpheming our Sav iour's Divinity, and ſtill b. his Rule the 
Church is in no danger, but theſe may be truſted in higheſt 
Places of the Government with ſafety. But a Man that in his 
Opinion diſſents in ſome Points of Religion, but can conform 
in part, tho? he be Conſcientious, tho? he be never fo Reli- 
gious, this is a Dangerous Man, and it cannot be fafe for the 
Church to have ſuch a Man employ'd. 5 

To what a ſtrange paſs will this Gentleman bring the 
Church of England, and what a Scandal will he bring upon 
the Foundation ſhe ſtands upon, that ſhe may be ſerv'd HRua ves, 
but dare not truſt Honeſt Men; that Men of no Religion are 
fit enough for her Employ ments, but Men of Charity and 
Conſcience are not. | PA 

It any Man ask me now, whether I am pleading for Qcca- 
ſional Conformity, I freely Anſwer, no, nor do 1 approve of it 
in itſelf, but when made uſe of for a mere qualification, I ab- 
hor both the Practiſe and the Perſons. | | 

But this Law is not at all the more to be juſtiſied from the 
Unjuſtiflableneſs of that practice, becauſe this deprives thoſe 
Men of a juſt Liberty, whoſe Conſciences, by the Toleration 
Act, have that very thing allow'd them, which'now will be 
reſtrain'd, and in that Myxer, if in na other, is an Infraction of 
thar Act. | „ 

The Toleration Bill ſays, that the Penalties of certain Laws 
are taken off from the Diſſenters, on Accounts of their not 
Conforming ; here are new Penalties putting on, upon ſome 
he > 5 Conform in part, becauſe they cannot conform 
Wolly. ; 

Bur fays this Gentleman, they may quit the Offices, and 
then there is no Perſecution. To which I Anſwer, to be 
forc'd to do it, is Puniſhment, and Puniſhment is Perſecution. 

Tis not the Queſtion whether a Diſſenter can juſtify his Oc- 
caſional Cenformity to his own Conſcience, but whether he 
can juſtify it to the Law ; it he can dg the laſt, theg is the. 
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20 Peace without Union. 

caſe no Crime; and to-have a Law made againſt that which 
is no Crime, is what this Gentleman has not yet undertaketi 
to meddle with. 


The whole ſtrain of this Argument, and which this Gen- 
tleman lays a very great ſtreſs on, is, That the Diſſenters are 


any part of the Adminiſtration of Public Affairs ſhould be in 
their Hands. 

T hat this is the ſpecious Pretence, 1s very plain ; bur as I 
have already noted, this is a Foundation wrong laid, and 
can never be prov'd, nor made Out; and if theſe Gentle- 
men would come to a fair Examination of Circumſtances, they 
could not prove that they have any juſt Grounds for it. 

As to Principles of Rebellion, and Enmity ro Monarchies, 
and to the Fus Divinum of the Crown, how often have the 
Church been challeng'd to come to a Balance of Loyalty 
with the Diſſenters, nay, tho' we were to thro? in all they 
can ſay of the Days of 41 into the Scale. 


his own Words, and deſerve remark. The Beſt of the Diſſenters 
defire not Power and Dominion, but Libertytof Conſcience, and Ex- 
emption from Penal Laws. Say you ſo, Sir, then what Occa- 
ſion of the Law, if your next words which are theſe are 
true? The True Members of the Church, Deſire no more than to ſee 
the Adminiſtration of publick, A fairs in the hands of ſuch as are 
well affected to the Eſtabliſhed Government. | 

Now to bring theſe two together, thoſe Diſſenters who de- 
fire not Power and Dominion, c2nnot be Unſafe in the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Government; why then ſhou'd the Church be fo eager 
to ſhut them out of the Adminiſtration ? This Argument lyes 
directly againſt him. h 

As tothe Teſt AQ, I wiſh this Gentleman, who fo often 


ſafety, and fo needful to be enforc'd, wou'd have been pleaſed 
to nave Undertaken the Defence of he Morality of that Act 
in its own Nature, and a little examin'd the Method of pro- 
curing it, and the Deſign of the Reigning Parties of thoſe 
days; let him tell us whether that Act was made meerly to 
ſecure the Church, or whether thoſe People who honeſtly 
meant rhe ſecurity of the Church, were nor acted by ano- 
ther ſecret Party, who only deſign'd to uphold the Diviſion 
between the Church and the Diſſenters, in order, at laſt, to De- 
ſtroy both. Let him tell us, if he can, from what Principle, or in 
what Natica but ours, Divine and ſacred Ordinances are ex- 
pos d as the Teſt or Qualification for Secular Intereſt, and be 


and a Mark of Diſtinction-. 
. VV . Let 


: o 
2 re 


L Enemies to the Eftabliſh'd Church, and therefore "tis not ſafe 


Even this Gentleman owns, Fol. 9. what I affirm, they are 


brings it in as a thing ſo Sacred, fo Eſſential to the Churches 


made the Hand-maid of Parties, the Badge of a States Man, 


are unſafe of any Opinion. 
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Let him tell us what Unaccountable Prophanation of thoſe 
facred Inſtitutions of Chriſt Feſus, have been Occaſion'd by 
Compelling and Obliging ſuch to receive the Sacrament, who 
had no more Religion than a Horſe, and who made a Jeſt of 


the Matter, whoſe practice amounts only to that of Rarclifs 
Souldier. | 


To be Godly a while, and then as ye were, 
Let him defend the Policy of that Act too if he can. Let 


him tell me, if Mens honeſty rather than their Opinions of 


Indifferent things in Religion, is not the more needful point 
to be examin'd as to Employments in the State, for here a 


Knave ſhall be employ'd if he will take the Teſt, and the 


more Knave he is, the leſs he will Scruple it. But the honeſt 


man ſhall he ſhur out, becauſe his Conſcience permits him not 
to comply. | „ „ 
It the Nature, the Morality, or the Policy of that Act can- 
not be defended, then all the Arguments drawn from that 


Act fall to the Ground, and then I think his three great Foun- 


dations anſwer'd and overthrown, \ 


1. I believe to have proy'd, That wife Nations in all Ages 
have thought fit to entruſt the Adminiſtration of publick 
Affairs in the hands of Perſons of different Perſwaſions in mat- 
ters of Religion, | ö « 

2. That uſeful and honeſt Men may ſafely be employ'd, of 
whatſoever Perſwaſion or Opinionas to Religion, and Knaves 


3. That no National Church in the World excludes out of 


| the Adminiſtration of publick Affairs any Perfons of ſuch Opi- 


nions, as by Law at the ſame time are Tolerated in the Nation. 

To Tolerate a Religion or Opinion, and yet count the 
Profeſſors of it Intolerable in the State, ſeems to have ſuch 
Incongruity of Circumſtances, as no Nation in the World can 
Parallel. In Holland the National Church are Calviniſts, yet 
the Remonſtrants, and the Roman Catholicks, are Tollerated. 
But let this Gentleman tell us how many more Calviniſts than 
Remonſtrants are among the Burghers of Amſterdam? If I ani 
rightly inform'd, the Council of the'Fown are above two thirds 
ofthe Diſſenting Remonſtrants, and in their Armies and Fleets 
the Roman Catholicks are equally Advanc'd, are equally ca- 
pable of Serving, and have Commiſſions granted them without 
any Teſt, Qualification, or other Obligation, than an Oath 
of Fidelity to the State, which, in all Countries, is eſtemed a 
ſufficient Tye to an honeſt Man. 5 | | 
In Scotland, where ſo much outcry of Perſecution is made, 
tho? with ſo little reaſon, the Narional Church is Presbyzerian, 
yet almoſt all the Offices and Adminiſtration is in the Hands 


of che Epiſcopal Diſſenters, without any Teſt or other Qua- | 
CEE 49 . „„ N N . 272 + tes | a lig. 
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cation, than their Oaths of Allegiance to the Queen, and 


Re-eognirion to the Government. | 
Upon the whole, *tis plain the Deſign at leaſt of this Author 
ſeems to be not to keep Men out of the Government for being 
Knaves, but for being Diſſenters; for by this Law he that 
will take the Sacrament, and go to a Meeting, {hall not be fic 
for a Place of Truſt ; but he that will go from the Sacrament 
to a Bawdy Houſe, remains as well qualified as before. 
A Diffenter, tho? of never ſo much Honeſty and Principles, 
{hall be made uncapable of rhe Service of his Country, and 
rendred ſuſpected to the Government, while a Man of no 
Principles at all, that will take a Sacrament in the Morning, 


be Drunk, and Swear at the Prieſt that gave it him in the Af. 


ternoon, that will Blaſpheme God, Banter Religion, Buffoon 
the Face of the Government, be as Leud and Irreligious as 
the Father of Miſchief can make him, is ſuffered to enjoy all 
the Advantages of Office, Government and Adminiſtration, 
and with held from nothing that's Wicked, the Scandalous 
Crime of a Meeting Houſe only excepted. | 

There is really ſomething Myſterious in this, ſomething odd 
and unaccountable, and unleſs the Gentlemen, who are tor this 
Bill, can give ſome better Reaſons for it than Sir Humphrey has 
thought fit to make Publick, I ſee nothing yet advanc'd buc 
what is ſo eaſy to be Anſwec'd, chat 1 wonder to fee him offer 
things ſo Abſurd. e . 
His being ſenſible of this I am perſwaded was the Birth of 

his Poſt . ſcript, in which he tells us, That he dies not from 

hence conclude, that ſo. Wiſe and fo Great an Aſſembly are not able 
to Amend their own Bill, and to order it ſo as the paſſing ſuch a 
Bill may neither be a Snare to the Church-man, nor a Prejudice to 
Diſſenter, ſuch a Bill as will not Deſtroy but Preſerve our Religi- 
en, Laws and Liberties, and evermore Eſtabliſh Pence and Unity 
amongſt us, and ſetile our Conſtitution upon a ſure and laſting 
Foundation. Eo nh Fo . 8 

This is fine Language, and like Sir Humphry, who all men 
know is Maſter of good Words, and itSounds well in the Mouth. 
But let us examine a litttle the dignification of this, and ter- 
tainly never were ſo many Words put together to leſs purpoſe 
as to the Argument in Hand; Nay, ſo unheppily is this Poſt- 
{cript brought in at the Cloſe, that ' tis as it were a ſaying the 
whole Book backward like a Witches Prayel b tis unravel- 
ling all the Thread of the former Diſcourfrfrme. 

If the Parliament can make ſuch, Amendments to their Bill, 
as ſhall make it no Snare to the Church. man, nor Prejudice to the 
Diffenter, why, then it ſeems plain that till *tis amended gyis 
even in this Gentleman's Opinion, both - Snare to one, and a 
Prejudice to the other, If they can make it ſuch a Bill as will au 
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Peſtroy, but Preſerve our Religion, Laws and Liberties, it ſhould 
feem by Sir Humphrys own Words, that as yet 'tis a thing 
that will deſtroy them all. If the Commons, by amending 
hor rhis Bill, may bring it to be a means of Eſtabliſhing Peace and 
ing Union among us, tis a Natural Inference to ſay, that without 
bar ¶ ſuch Amendments it will not Eſtabliſh Peace and Unity among Us. 
ic I will not pretend to diſpute the Power ofthe Houſe of Com- 
ent El mons, to alter or amend any of their own Bills, 'tis without 

Queſtion their Native Right; but whether they can ſa amend 
les, their Bill, as to bring it to be no Snare to the Church, no 
and Prejudice to the Diflenters, a Preferyation to our Religion, 
no Laws and Liberties, and an Eſtabliſhment of Peace and Uni- 
ng, Jon among us, I will not determine; but I am perſwaded 
Af-F whenever *tis fo amended, as to be capable of all thoſe good 
don Ends, no Diſſenter in the Nation will be unwilling it ſhould 
525 paſs; and till it is, no honeſt Man can wiſh it ſhould. ,. 


x . 9 


all 

wow. The CONCLUSION. 

ous | 

0 Cannot diſmiſs this Diſcourſe without putting my Author 


in Mind of the Infant State of the Engliſh Church, in the 
this | Days of Henry the Eighth, theſe were the Churches Days of 
has ſuffering, which moſt People are willing to forget, Theſe Par- 
Dur ons forget that ever they were Clerks, The Hiſtory of the Re- 
iter | formation of England would put them in Mind, what Oppo- 
ſition they made to the {1x Articles, how they complain'd of 
1 Of the ill Ulage of the Government, and how they themſelves 
rem were than treated. . 
able Firſt, they tell us the King was impoſed upon, and abuſed | 
ch 4 || by the Biſhops, and other wicked Counſellors, to form the fix - 
ce 79 Articles to deſtroy the growth ofthe Reformation, and it may 1 
lig be worth while to obferve in what Terms: they were repreſen- 
nity red to the King. | | 
ting TheBiſhop of Mincbeſter in particular, firſt took care to fall | 
the King's Head with Fears of Civil Tumults and Commoti- 
men Þ| ons, a thing it ſeems the King was naturally very uncaſy about, 
uth. | having, as he thought, made the People very much out of 
cer- | Temper, by his diflolving the Religious Houſes. - | 
poſe | Popery was now the Eſtabliſh'd National Church, but the 
olt- | Nation was full of Diſſenters, that 5 Proteſtants ;, ſuch as now 
the || are call'd of the Churcbof England, the Members of the Eſta- 
vel- } bliſh'd Church believing, or at leaſt pretending that they were 
not {ate, nor could not be ſecured, till more Laws were made 
Bill, for the Security. of the Church, put the King upon theſe fix 
o the | Bloody Articles. The very Words which are Recorded of 
is the Biſhop of F/inchefter in this Caſe, are the very ſame made 
n a | Uſe of by the prefent Gentleman againſt the Diſſenters, viz. 
nde 5 | - | 411 


% * 
= 
* . EO CA, 
— any At Were _ 


— 


1 
% 
8 — 


* > 2 * * 5398 : 
a os. * 1 * a * „ . * 
. e n Sa. Ti £: . 
g . — 1 FEY W Lay 1 : 
5 „ * p > - 5 
* 1 - 9 * „ d 4 " +" 
* OR 3 Z, ” > g LL 1 a 1 
2 FE ; 9 . : FLY _ f J. 8 
8 0 * 9 6 h — =” * ” 2 » 4a" W, | 4 * 
4 + C - "A 
1 8 * * x $ 
y pu * £ 


wa ſolet Meliorem, © 


we have not the ſame Cauſe to think of 


; * 


* 


He beſought the King for Jn oN Safe. guard, and + 


the Saftes, 
Quiet and Tranquility of the Kingdom, to be Careful, Sharp au 
Severe againſi the Sectaries and Sacramentaries, Acts & Mon. Vol. 


2, Fol. 441. would only defire this Gentleman to reflect 3 | 


little, who theſe Sectaries and Sacramentaries were? Truly ug 


b but our own' dear Loyal Church, who are juſt Treating 


2 


ſome People with the very ſame Terms and Names of Diſtin- 


tion, which they in Contempt were treated with by their 
Enemies the Papilts All the uſe I ſhail make of it is, to rell 
them it is a little Unkind ; tis not according to the Golden 
Rule, of doing as fhey would be done by! Tis not a very honoura. 


ble way of Proteeding, to cry out of the hardſhip of that U- 
- fix when impoſed upon them, and make Apologies for the 


eeration of it, when you tent to impoſe it upon others.” 
hen theſe fix Articles wefe in Agitation inthe Hou.” of 
rchbiſhopCranmer was the only Man, who had theCou- 
ahſtand che Current of the Times, which he did with 
1 edneſt Zeal, that the King commanded him to go 
out of the Fonts which yet he Modeſtly refus'd to do, plea- 
ding, tho” in a Very humble manner his Privilege, and conti- 
nu'd, tho? invain to oppoſe it; and had certaiifify overthrown 
the Articles, ſays theFathor aforeſaid, Niſi Pars Major Viciſſet 


' 


x. Act. Mon. Vol. 2. Fol, 443. 
his was the proceeding againſt SeQtariativSchiſmatical 
Church of England Diſſentèrsof thoſe Days. I leave the Gen- 
tlemen of the Chureh to reflect a little, whether now they 
come to be the Eſtabliſhd Natiengl Church, they Treat the 


Diſſenters under them, as they W be Treated ; whether 


A 
. 


+ 


A ſelves ill Treated, as 
they had in thoſe Times; and whether indeed the Caſe is not 
harder with us. than it was with them, for that our Difference 
5 about indifferent Things, theirs abour Effential Catholic 
oints. _ | 


This Story ſerves not to xa 


1 N "0 3 Bog : 
iin ppon the Church, but to 
defire ſome Gentlemen of the Church to reflect a little upon 


themſelves; how they were ufed, when they were counted 
the Schiſmaticks and Sectaries; and how hard they thought 
themſelves uſed, when Laws were made againſt them, on pre- 


tence of the Safety and Security of the National Church. 
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